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Thank you, Mr. President, 

1. I thank Special Envoy Hans Grundberg and ASG Joyce Msuya  for their briefings.

2. I also welcome the participation of the representative of Yemen in this meeting.

3.  Kenya acknowledges the efforts made by the Special Envoy to engage with the concerned parties including  the latest proposal for  the opening of roads in Taiz.

4. Our concern is that a failure to reach an agreement could undermine  the fragile Truce and jeopardize any prospects for  its renewal. We therefore strongly urge the Houthis to engage constructively and demonstrate flexibility in the best intertest of the millions of affected Yemenis.

5. Kenya welcomes the continued engagement with the parties’ focal points in the military coordination committee. And we underscore the need for the parties to utilize this dialogue to uphold their commitment to the current truce including through a continued cessation of all offensive  operations inside and outside of Yemen as well as freezing current military positions on the ground.

6. The rising incidents of explosive devices  injuring and killing civilians, especially with increased movement into formerly militarized zones is deeply worrying. The victims of these indiscriminate weapons include the vulnerable such as women and children. 

7.  UNMHA’s mine coordination mechanism remains essential as well as its coordination role with the parties and UN agencies in Hudaydah in efforts to address this challenge.


Mr. President,  

8. Despite some progress on the political track, we are yet to see tangible improvements on the economic, humanitarian and security fronts. Indeed, the situation as highlighted by ASG Msuya is deeply worrying. And more so as the World Food Program (WFP)  is cutting down food assistant programs at a period of increased hardship.

9. It is clear that Humanitarian  assistance remains a necessity, at least in the short term.  But there is now need for more pragmatic approaches to the humanitarian action programmes for  sustainability and resilience.


10. To this end, consideration should be given to  intensify efforts to:

i)	Support the promotion of agriculture production, agro livelihoods and food security to reduce the dependence of food imports; 

ii)	Support the transition from humanitarian to development assistance to mitigate effects of humanitarian funding shortfalls; and,

iii)	Increase peacebuilding efforts to achieve  sustainable peace that will foster an environment for Yemenis to engage in gainful enterprises and meaningfully contribute to national development.

Mr. President, 
11. As Yemen is heavily dependent on imports, the work of the United Nations Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)  in facilitating the unimpeded flow of commercial items and vessels sailing into Hudaydah and Saleef ports is crucial to supporting the implementation of resolution 2216(2015).

12. It is unfortunate that the mission is also facing funding  challenges. We call on the international community to generously contribute to the mission.

13. On the Safer tanker, we acknowledge and appreciate all the contributions made to date, as well as the  tireless efforts of the United Nations in rallying donors. 

14. The window of opportunity to conduct the emergency operation is fast closing. We therefore encourage more  generous donations to make  the operation possible.

15. To conclude, Kenya reaffirms its commitment to supporting the ongoing United Nations efforts in facilitating a Yemeni led and Yemeni owned comprehensive and lasting peace solution.

I thank you.
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