[image: ]  
The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kenya
United Nations - New York
 Security Council - 2021-2022

 REMARKS FOR CONSULTATION ON THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST (SYRIA) - CHEMICAL WEAPONS
TUESDAY 30 AUGUST 2022 (10:00 AM)

Thank you, Mr. President,

1. I thank the Deputy High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, Ms. Markram, for his briefing and the efforts to provide us with regular updates on the implementation of resolution 2118.

2. We all agree on the detrimental effects of the use of chemical weapons anywhere and therefore the need to eliminate them. 

3. Unfortunately, the Syrian Chemical file has been extremely politicised. And this has seriously impeded efforts to conclude the investigations and perhaps bring closure to this file. 

4. And so, Council continues to meet month after month with at most minimal progress recorded if any. This of course is regrettable. 

5. The expeditious closure of investigations into the use of chemical weapons in Syria will allow the Council room to offer more meaningful support to the Syrian people in their quest for lasting peace. We therefore urge the Members of the Council to think of the people of Syria, set aside their individual country interests and agree to work together towards the conclusion of these investigations. 
6. I reaffirm Kenya’s steadfast support for the mandate of the OPCW as the implementing body for the Chemical Weapons Convention. And we stand in solidarity and support for the people of Syria, who have endured suffering for far too long.
I thank you.​​
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