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Mr. President
I thank  USG Mr Mark Lowcock for the briefing on the humanitarian situation in Goma, East Democratic Republic of the Congo in response to a request by the A-3+1 and France
The aftermath of the volcanic eruption of Mount Nyiragongo in East DRC, has led to dozens of fatalities and left thousands internally displaced. It also led to the destruction of civilian objects and vital civilian infrastructure which has impeded the delivery of aid and essential services. We convey our condolences to all those who lost their loved ones.
Kenya recognizes the positive steps taken by the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to alleviate the suffering of its affected population and its unwavering commitment to deliver the much-needed aid and relief. 
We also commend the efforts of the United Nations, its agencies, Members States, regional and international partners for their quick action and support to the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Kenya has already donated 24 tonnes of humanitarian aid in the form of food and medical relief to the Congolese authorities to assist the affected populations. 
We note, however, that much more remains to be done towards ensuring that all the displaced people return to their homes and are facilitated to return to or near normalcy. 
We note that providing a well-coordinated humanitarian response can mitigate any potential security and protection risks that may further aggravate the vulnerabilities of affected civilians which could in turn breed conflict and undermine the security of the Eastern DRC and the surrounding region.
With the potential risks presented by natural calamities, we underscore the need to support local authorities to develop a long-term emergency plan to enable them to mitigate the continuing threat of the volcano and the methane gas in Lake Kivu. 
Finally, Kenya supports the proposed press elements by which the Council would demonstrate its solidarity and support for the affected people to resume their normal lives as soon as possible. I hope the elements will receive the support of all members.
I thank you.
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